CORRESPONDENCE BEFORE THE TALKS
GANDHIJTS EFFORTS FROM DETENTION
The following letter written by Gandhiji to Mr Jinnah on
May k> 1943, from detention was withheld by the Government.
It was released for publication on May 18,19JM, by Mr Pyarelal,
Gandhiji'$ Private Secretary:
DETENTION CAMP, May 4, 1943.
DEAR QAID-I-AZAM,
When sometime after my incarceration Government asked me for
a list of newspapers I would like to have, I included Dawn in my
list. I have been receiving it with more or less regularity. When-
ever it comes to me I read it carefully. I have followed the proceedings
of the League as reported in the Dawn columns. I noted your invita-
tion to me to write to you. Hence this letter.
I welcome your invitation. I suggest our meeting face to face
rather than talking through correspondence. But I am in your hands.
I hope that this letter will be sent to you and if you agree to my
proposal, the Government will let you visit me.
One thing I had better mention.   There seems to be an " if " about
your invitation.   Do you say I should write only if I have changed my
.heart?   God alone knows men's hearts.
I would like you to take me as I am.
Why should not both you and I approach the great question of
communal unity as men determined on finding a common solution and
work together to make our solution acceptable to all who are con-
cerned with it or interested in it?
Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI.
GOVERNMENT STOPS GANDHLTTS LETTER
The following Press communiqu6 was issued by the Government
.of India, on May %B, 19^3, announcing their decision not to forward
Mahatma Gandhi's letter to Mr Jinnah written from the Aga Khan,
Palace Detention Camp:
The Government of India have received a request from Mr Gandhi
to forward a short letter from himself to Mr Jinnah expressing a wish
to meet him. In accordance with their known policy in regard to cor-
respondence or interviews with Mr Gandhi, the Government of India
'have Decided that this letter cannot be forwarded! and have so